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Do the arts have a role in socio-political mobilization? Can the arts be a tool for social and political change? 

These questions drive this session exploring the social and political relevance of popular arts in super-diverse 

cities. So far, several European and national research projects have mostly considered immigrants, racialized 

minorities as workers, underestimating their possibility to take part in politics in post-migration societies. 

The growing presence of ethnicized communities and their descendants in artistic contexts have called into 

question cultural and national identity.  

How do the arts contribute to the construction of collective identities? How artistic expressions support 

social, political, and antiracist mobilization? Which practices do the artists put into action in order to resist 

racism and hegemonic discourses? 

Despite interesting surveys have shed a light on immigrants and their descendants’ cultural live, there are 

still many research gaps in the literature on racialized minorities activism and cultural participation, and on 

their ways to tackle racism through the arts. A lack of empirical studies emerged on immigrant artists’ 

capacity to create counterstories that challenge dominant representations and the systematic invisibilization 

of racism in our societies. There have been very few studies conducted on antiracist practices put into action 

through artistic productions by artists from ethnicized communities, and on the latter power to mobilize 

people in order to promote social and racial justice. 

This session aims to promote and create productive dialogue between artists and researchers working on 

antiracist practices and everyday experiences of racism. We are particularly interested in bringing together 

artists and researchers who have participated to collaborative projects focused on topics that include: 

 

 Activism and arts: the work/performances of artists (especially from racialized communities) in 

urban contexts and socio-political mobilization 

 specific antiracist practices in art contexts 

 migrant descendants’ art practices questioning dominant understanding of nations, culture and 

belonging 

 methodological questions related to qualitative, visual and participatory research processes 

 

We invite those interested in joining this initiative to send a statement of interest explaining their approach to 

the topics at stake and their theoretical and/or methodological contribution (no more than 250 words) to 

Annalisa Frisina (annalisa.frisina@unipd.it) and Sandra Agyei Kyeremeh (sandra.kyeremeh@unipd.it) by 

30.09.2020 (24:00 CET). The use of visual material/performances for the presentation will be very well 

welcomed, as well as co-authored presentations involving artists and researchers together. 

Applicants will be informed about acceptance of their submission by 07.10.2020.  
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